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present ill, and unable to attend to things minutely".
From that time onward the signatures of Albuquerque
and Pero cTAlpoem appear alternately. For a succession of
days we meet only the latter, then Albuquerque suddenly
takes charge again. On other occasions we find both signing
orders on the same clay.

Only three letters of Albuquerque written at Ormuz
arc known. One is the report dated 22nd September, the
other two, both, short, arc respectively of 22nd October
and an obliterated date of the same month. Not one of
the three contains the slightest allusion to his own state
of health.

By the beginning of November the fortress was almost
complete. The walls had risen to the battlements; most of
the work remaining to be finished was inside. Albuquerque
had never made a conquest that he did not leave in perfect
working order, and the fact that he was dying made no
difference now. He still had thought of everything and left
all matters organized down to the last detail. The fortress
was furnished with artillery, munitions, and stores, besides
two thousand tons of water underground. Pero de Al-
buquerque, a young cousin of the Governor, being a favourite
with Turan Shah, would remain in command. He would
have 400 men in garrison and a fleet of three ships to guard
the coast. Every officer connected with the factory, fleet,
or fort was carefully selected and his salary fixed, and each
received his " regimento " (paper of instructions). The
exact expenses of the fort with pay and maintenance of all
the men were minutely worked out, and the balance left
out of the yearly tribute calculated, An extra sum was also
given to the captain to be kept in reserve for emergencies.

Thus, having set " great good order in all things " as
Caspar Correa puts it, Albuquerque's task at Ormuz was
accomplished and he could prepare to leave. As, contrary
to all expectations, he had managed to keep alive so long,
it did not seem impossible that he might yet recover. For
this, the doctor was convinced, his best chance would be at
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